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1988-1991 DARPA ALV Program

1991-2003 Demo I ïIII  Programs 
(ARL+DARPA)

2001 Congress mandates: A third of all ground 
vehicles unmanned by 2015

2001-2004 DARPA Perceptor

2001-today: Armyôs ñFuture Combat Systems
ï 10mph 

ï frequent human intervention

2003 DARPA creates Grand Challenge
ï Up to 60mph

ï no human intervention whatsoever

ï no funding, but million dollar price
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150 mile off-road robot race 

across the Mojave desert

Natural and manmade hazards

No driver, no remote control

No dynamic passing

Fastest vehicle wins the race 

(and million dollar prize)

Grand Challenge 2004: Barstow, CA, to Primm, NV
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Grand Challenge 2004: 106 Teams


